A nineteenth century view of the optic commissure.
Historically, ophthalmologists and anatomists have been intrigued by the optic nerve and its decussation. Isaac Newton was the first to describe and suggest the significance of the chiasmal crossing, while W.H. Wollaston defined the importance of hemiretinal differentiation in 1824. However, at that time, the vertical meridian separating nasal from temporal retina was believed to be located at the optic papillae. This theory was disproved in 1870 by two Philadelphia ophthalmologists, who demonstrated and documented the vertical meridian at the macula during their examination of an injured Civil War soldier.